B is…


Book Buddies

Reading is a social act. Good readers talk about the books they are reading, share titles, and build friendships based on books that are mutually enjoyed. In school, where students are often assigned their reading, the link between reading books and making friends is hardly ever made. 

A Book Buddies unit that is a part of a year long independent reading program can help make reading in school a social act. Students from two different classes are buddied up when they choose the same book to read. Keeping a dialogue journal, one student writes entries to her book buddy based on the pages she has recently read. The dialogue journal allows the students to document their conversation about what a book means and about its value. 

When included in a strong literacy program where students have been prepared to choose just right books, where there has been plenty of good modeling of how to talk about books, and where students have been practicing using effective comprehension strategies, a book buddies program can be a successful way to engage students in reading and contribute towards building a positive school wide culture of friendship and understanding.





Elements of a Book Buddies Program





Teacher models how to write dialogue journal entries.


Students incorporate reading comprehension strategies into dialogue journal entries: predicting, questioning, connecting.


Students self select reading buddies by selecting an independent reading book.


Teacher organizes a time schedule that includes in-class time for reading the novel and for writing entries. (Out of class reading time runs the risk of one buddy out pacing the other.)


Students are given clear expectations on what a high quality correspondence looks like.


Students understand that neither side of the dialogue will be evaluated in isolation. Instead the combined effort of both students will receive a single evaluation.


Book buddies are a result of cross classes partnering. (Why write an entry if your buddy’s in the same room?)


Students are reassured that their written dialogue will focus on the text. (Given the complex social dynamics of student peer groups, the dialogue journal can be a safe place for social interaction between students who do not usually interact.)


If necessary, students receive support at choosing just right book. (For independent reading, students should read books where there is evidence of 90+% reading accuracy.)











