K is…


Knowing Adolescent Literacy

Differentiating Secondary Literacy From Elementary Literacy Programs:

· Aligning reading and writing development to the developmental changes experienced by adolescents

· Including multiliteracies and multimodalities of composition (web designs, visual literacy, graphic novels etc.) into the literacy paradigm teachers bring to their classrooms

· Linking reading and writing instruction across the curriculum, especially in the context of secondary humanities curriculum

· Teaching (explicitly) code switching to students who are finding themselves increasingly crossing social borders as their world experiences expand

· Preserving the values of a balanced literacy program in a school environment that, as students progress, seeks to become more “academic, intellectual, rigorous.” 

· Negotiating polycultural perspectives while coaching students to become effective communicators using  Standard American English (SAE) 

· Emphasizing situated meaning making as a core element to the longitudinal process of becoming a proficient and critical reader. 

· Focusing on critical competence out of the four competencies a proficient reader possesses: decoding competence, semantic competence, pragmatic competence, critical competence (Luke and Freebody).

