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Tips for Teachers Building Classroom Libraries:

· Don’t put all your books out at the beginning of the year. Kids get bored. Strategic use of 100-150 titles can keep the inventory fresh.

· Location! Location! Location! Don’t set up the library in some dusty corner of the room.

· Sell the books…make a display. Learn from booksellers: change displays frequently; use teasers, blurbs, promotions and readers’ recommendations…

· All kids, no matter how old and big they are, need a classroom library.

· Know your material…read children’s and young adults literature.

· Variety is the spice of life. (Diversity too.)

· Get the kids into the act; they are your helpers, ad people, sellers, bookkeepers, etc…

· Don’t buy too many copies of one book. Spend your money to create a dazzling array of choices instead of class sets of a handful of titles. Build the library over time. Choose wisely, don’t get left with a bookcase of bios of yesterday’s pop sensation.

· Give students time to read independently in class: model the practice and provide them with comprehension supporting activities.

· Treat the books well and the kids will as well.

· Teach book etiquette. Establish norms.

· While you want to create a culture where books are respected, remember that it’s a library, not a museum. No “Look, but you better not touch.” And especially no, “Only those who have earned the privilege may use these books.” It’s the reluctant reader that you want to seduce.

· Know your inventory. Keep a simple data system. Find out what’s moving and why.

· It’s the students’ library. Just because you loved Robert Louis Stevenson as a kid, doesn’t mean they have to love him. Books aren’t spinach: “Read it because it’s good for you.”

· On the other hand, it doesn’t hurt to show off your own passions. Model being a passionate reader.
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