M is …


Modeling

Probably the most effective way to learn how to do something is to watch someone else do that same task.  Watching someone model is how we learned to talk, play sports, hang drywall, make apple pie, and probably even, kiss. (Those mushy movie scenes were good for something.) But it is difficult to learn how to read and write by watching someone read and write. So much of the work takes place behind the eyes.

Good literacy teachers invite students to enter  “the world behind the eyes.”  These teachers find ways to provide their students with a window into the process of reading and writing. They do this by thinking aloud when they write compositions in front of students and by giving dramatic form to texts when they read out loud to students. Good literacy teachers constantly struggle to make transparent tasks that can appear to many students to be shrouded in mystery and magic. Modeling is important at the upper grades as it is in the lower grades.

· Think Aloud (Some tips to remember…)
· Practice makes perfect—the more you do think alouds, the more natural it appears.

· Rehearse your performance, but don’t be afraid to improvise; it will appear more authentic.

· The purpose of think aloud is to model how to write which includes the why, the options, and the choices.

· Choose a text that will entertain students.

· During your think aloud make sure you share with students certain tips about writing. (Notice, students, how if I change the verb “said” with the verb “mumbled” I am cuing to the reader some information about how my character is feeling.)

· When they observe your thinking aloud while modeling writing, your students should get a sense of what is fun and exciting about writing.

· Think alouds are designed to demystify writing for students, especially reluctant writers.

· Think alouds are also designed to entice students into becoming writers by showing students how it is done and by inviting them at some point to join in the work. (Remember how Tom Sawyer got his crew to help whitewash the fence.)

· Read Aloud (Why do it…)

· To demonstrate reading for pleasure…performing reading to reflect the range of human emotions conveyed by the text.

· To demonstrate the use of certain comprehension strategies.

· To expose students to texts slightly above the reading level of students.

· To immerse students in the cadence and conventions of written text.

· To introduce students to new genres, authors and content material.

· To provide models for students. Touchstone texts demonstrate particular elements of the writer’s craft.

