P is …


Poetry Gallery

Preparations:

Before class the teacher has chosen a selection of 10-15 poems that are age appropriate and engaging for her students. She copies and enlarges each poem and then mounts the poem on a large sheet of poster board or butcher  paper. The teacher hangs these poetry displays throughout the classroom at about eye level.

Activity:

· The teacher performs a think aloud where she models how she reads a poem using specific reading comprehension strategies the class has been practicing (Ex: Making Connections; Questioning; Inferring etc.). She uses adhesive post-it notes to write down the questions or connections she is making to enable her to comprehend the poem.

· The teacher explains the gallery walk activity for her students, including the norms that will be in effect. She provides each student with 5-10 post it notes.

· For the next 10-20 minutes the students visit the gallery and walk randomly from exhibit to exhibit. This is a silent activity. The playing of mellow music can sometimes contribute to the reflective atmosphere. As students read different poems they write reflections on post-it notes and attach the notes to the poetry exhibits. These reflections make use of the targeted reading comprehension strategy.

· After the teacher calls the students back to their seats, she pairs up the students and gives each pair a poem from off the wall. Each pair rereads the poem with one reader reading softly out loud. The pair is then asked to read the post-it notes of questions or connections that now accompany the poem. Each pair is asked to discuss the following questions:  

· What kinds of questions and connections did readers make as they read the poems?

· How did the post-it notes’ questions and connections inform your reading of the poem?

· What did the process of reading the notes in company with the reading of the poem teach you about reading and writing?

· After 5 minutes of paired discussion, each pair is asked to write a one-page reflection on the poem.

· These reflection essays are then mounted next to the remounted poems and are available for public viewing for about a week.
