Q is …


Questioning

Effective readers, when they read, do a lot more than recognize and understand words. To borrow from those people who work with wood, effective readers know how to read a text both with the grain and against the grain. We can think of readers who are able to conform to the expectations of the text when we speak of readers reading with the grain. We can think of readers who interrogate the text—generating questions that challenge a text’s assumptions and that wonder about alternative points of view—when we speak of readers reading against the grain. 

True reading comprehension involves reading with and against the grain. Too often teachers teaches students to be a passive reader and then wonder why they have difficulty retaining what they read. An active reader both listens to a piece of writing and speaks back to it through imaginative interaction with its author.

One useful way to help students understand the difference between reading against the grain as opposed to reading with the grain is to introduce students to the difference between fat questions and thin questions.

	FAT questions…

· …can be answered in many different ways.

· …allow for honest disagreement between good readers.

· …have no obvious answer.

· …encourage more questions.

· …generate answers that can not be definitively proven “correct.”

· …are used to develop interpretive understandings of the text.

· …are used to discover the complexities in the text.


	Thin questions…

· …can be answered with “yes” or “no.”

· …can be answered by recalling or discovering information from the text

· …have an obvious answer.

· …have a “correct” answer.

· …are used to clear up information confusion about the text.

· …are used to develop literal understandings of the text.




