S is …


Schema




Students struggle when they have weak schematic knowledge to bring to their reading and writing tasks. Conversely, a seventh grader who lives and dies NBA basketball will be more than capable of reading a transcript of a “play by play” commentary of a basketball game which another student, who has never watched a basketball game, will have a lot of difficulty reading and comprehending. This situation will occur even if the latter student is the class’ “best reader” and the former student is the class’ “weakest reader.” 

Teachers need to be adept at rating the reading texts and writing tasks their students are working with as either “Strong Schema” or “Weak Schema.”  Depending on the amount of schematic knowledge students bring to the literacy event, teachers need to support students with literacy scaffolding. For example: a teacher wants her students to write a thorough examination of the issues surrounding capital punishment.  In one class she asks her students to write about the issue in the context of script documenting a debate on a talk show. In another class she asks the students to write about the issue in the context of an expository essay. Chances are the teacher will find a significant difference in the depth and quality of the writing. The script writing class will most often produce better writing. If the teacher’s ultimate goal is to have students be able to write a traditional expository essay, she will be well served to begin by having her students write the script and then use their scripts to scaffold their writing of the essay.

…the expectations we bring to our reading and writing of texts…a sense of what is likely to happen next…a familiarity with the formal and social context





Reading





Strong Schema Texts:


Popular Culture; Graphic Novels; Ghost Story; Scripts; Epistolary Texts; Sermons


Weak Schema Texts:


Expository Essays; Textbooks; Academic Prose; Satire





Writing





Strong Schema Writing Tasks: 


Soap Opera; Romance; Memoir; Dialogue Rich Texts; Letters; Narrative Texts; Tall Tales


Weak Schema Writing Tasks


Traditional Research Papers; Expository Essays











