T is…


TSR

Many times teachers ask students to write persuasive essays while neglecting to teach them important matters such as the psychology of persuasion or the concept of good evidence. Nor do teachers help students, while they are writing, to refer back to different types of formal argument with which they might be familiar. From television, movies, or personal experience, most students have some schematic knowledge of courtroom proceedings. Showing students how courtroom summations, from Clarence Darrow to Johnnie Cochran, employ a simple TSR structure can help students organize a persuasive essay in a more interesting way than the common five paragraph theme template.

	Tell…
	· the reader about the problem you are addressing in your essay.

· the reader what you will prove in the course of your essay

· the reader of the points you are going to make and of the general outline of your argument



	Show…
	· the reader by producing evidence to support your argument

· the reader by supporting your argument with examples, testimony from credible witnesses (experts), relevant data, and effective appeals to the reader’s emotions

· the reader the weakness of opposing points of view by anticipating opposing arguments and explaining these arguments’ lack of merit



	Remind…
	· the reader of the problem you are addressing in your essay

· the reader of your argument

· the reader of what you said you were going to prove

· the reader that you proved what you set out to prove




