Y is …


Young Adult Learners

What does this mean for school literacy practices/culture?





Schools need to give special care to the building of communities of readers and writers


Teachers must work to avoid creating situations where students could “lose face” in front of his/her peers


“School literacy” must work to have an authentic, “real world” context


Students need considerable support as they make the transition to “the next level”


Students must be allowed to find a personal connection to the meaning making work of literacy


Classes must genuinely work towards providing students with responsibility and autonomy over their reading and writing tasks


Teachers must acknowledge student resistance and look for ways to engage students


The curriculum must not become so departmentalized that connections can not be made by the student to other portions of the curriculum or to the personal and social self


School must be willing to ask students to participate (as readers and writers) in conversations about high interest, at times, controversial issues grounded in the lived experiences of students


Literacy is seen as having a larger purpose than the transmission of information—such as, resolving conflicts among students, allowing for group decision making, enriching the social culture by providing students with a means to uncover themselves on their own terms (making students famous)











What can we generalize about young adult learners?





Puts a high degree of attention on social world (i.e. peer relationships; the self’s relationship to larger cultural world) 


Very conscious of how he/she is perceived by others 


Feels push-pull between “wanting to fit in” and “wanting to stand out and be different” 


Anxious to create some separation between the adolescent and his/her immediate family


Making the shift to “the next level” (re. reading and writing) where she/he will encounter more complex texts both in regards to structure and theme


Can be very emotional—of the many “selves”, the affective self demands considerable attention


Can be subject to a crisis of confidence


Eager for more responsibility and self autonomy


Places a high value on “face” (i.e. saving face)


Willing to experiment


Wants to “test” conventions














